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Stormwater Management with Perlite and Vermiculite

By Bruce Schundler

Increasingly engineers, landscape architects, and design professionals are seeking ways to comply
with Phase |l of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination Program (NPDEP), various local, stete,
and federal requirements of the Water Pollution Control Act, and many state laws and regulations
promulgated to control of water pollution and storm water pollution.

For years "point source" pollution and so-called "non-point
source" pollution from industrial sites have been carefully
regulated and managed, but soon many "non-point sources"
from other than industrial sites will have to comply with best
management practices for storm water run-off.

+Perlite and vermiculite have been used in a number of storm
- water management systems and designs.
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to both absorb excess water and increase drainage into the
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In still other applications, perlite and vermiculite have been used as filtration media in commercial
storm water filtration systems. In these units, the filters and filtration media have to be recharged,
cleaned, or replaced from time to time---but still some of the filtration properties of perlite and
vermiculite have been used.
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